TOWN OF UPTON, MASSACHUSETTS
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Derek S. Brindisi, Town Manager
March 16, 2020 (508) 529- 2901

Board of Selectmen Declare Local State of Emergency

UPTON, MA: In response to national and state declarations of emergency to the public health
threat of COVID-19, the Board of Selectmen in consultation with the Board of Health today have
declared a local state of emergency. The Board of Selectmen at an emergency meeting held this
evening, announced that Town Hall, Library and Senior Center will be closed to the public for the
same amount of time that schools are closed; effective Tuesday March, 17 2020. With staff
working, practicing social distancing and the like, all residents are requested to “call ahead” for
any matter for which they need assistance as staff will be available during normal working hours.

This decision will allow the Town to maintain continuity of government and ensure that the Town
can meet the needs of the public in the most protective manner for the Town employee and the
public generally. Additionally, the Board of Selectmen have authorized the use of remote
participation in accordance with the requirements of 940 CMR 29.10 for all boards and
committees; and approved all boards and committees to utilize remote participation in the manner
authorized by the Governor in the March 12, 2020 Executive Order Suspending Certain Provisions
of the Open Meeting Law.

As a reminder, to protect individuals and families from the spread of the virus, residents must
practice caution: wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds; use an alcohol-
based hand sanitizer with at least 60 percent alcohol; avoid shaking hands; cover your coughs and
sneezes; clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces; and avoid close contact with
people who are sick. If you think you might be symptomatic, call your doctor. Residents are also
reminded to practice social distancing: keep your distance from others (six feet apart); do not take
public transportation, taxis or ride-shares during this period; avoid crowded places.

Please review the town website at www.uptonma.gov for current and previous announcements
regarding COVID-19.

Contacts:

Town Manager Office 508.529.6901 dbrindisi@uptonma.gov

Board of Health Office 508.529.6813 dtiernan@uptonma.gov
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